Northwest Institute of Genetic Medicine Request for Applications

The "Northwest Institute of Genetic Medicine" (NWIGM) is funded through the Washington State Life Sciences Discovery Fund (LSDF). NWIGM brings together scientists at the University of Washington, Children’s Hospital and Regional Medical Center, Group Health Center for Health Studies, and other partner institutions in the Puget Sound region and in the WWAMI states. The Institute’s mission is to understand the association of genes with disease risk, and to advance and transform clinical and translational research. The objects of these translational studies are to discover preventive measures, utilize effective application of existing therapies, and develop new strategies for positive health outcomes. 

NWIGM is pleased to offer the opportunity to apply for Resource Access grants to assist investigators by initiating pilot data collection. These grants provide translational investigators access to support for grant writing, study design, IRB applications and consent form preparation through consultation with research coordinators, informatics and phenotype definition, genomic technologies, and innovative genetic and statistical analyses. In 2011, awardees will have access to a pilot biorepository of DNA samples from approximately 1,000 Group Health Subjects aged 50-65, linked to detailed electronic clinical and pharmaceutical records over a period of decades. In addition, awardees interested in investigating consenting or relevant ethical issues will have access to the biorepository data immediately.  Plans include expanding collaboration with Group Health and the UW Medical Genetics Clinic to facilitate outcomes studies. 

The Aims of The NWIGM Are To: 

· To enhance the capabilities of investigators to carry out cutting edge research on common and more rare human diseases

· Initiate outcomes research on the clinical use of genetic technologies

· Assist and promote the protection of human research volunteers and explore the ethical delivery of genetic medicine

· Promote the career development of junior faculty members

Facilitate communications among the faculty, trainees, and industry partners working in translational genetic medicine. 

Resource Access Grant Sources: 

All applicants must first contact Resource Providers by email, phone or in-person to discuss breadth and scope of their proposed projects PRIOR to submitting the application. Contact information is listed below and on the application.

Resource Providers:

· Biomedical Informatics (Meliha Yetisgen-Yildiz, PhD). 

· Natural language processing (NLP) support in automatically extracting entities and relationships between them from the free text available in electronic medical records. Example entities include phenotype information, medication-related data and temporal information.

· Contact: Meliha Yetisgen-Yildiz: melihay@u.washington.edu, (206-685-8224)

· Clinical Genomics (Heidi Thielmann, MA) (applicants must first refer to: http://www.iths.org/CCG) 

· Support in study design, infrastructure, sample collection, organization and maintenance of clinical information and biologic materials.

· Contact: Heidi Thielmann: hit@u.washington.edu, (206-685-4985)

· Biorepository Access (Julie Richards, MPH)

· Sample and phenotype data available. 

· 1,000 Group Health Subjects aged 50-65, linked to detailed electronic clinical and pharmaceutical records over a period of decades.

· Contact: Julie Richards: richards.je@ghc.org, (206-287-2100)

Resource Access Grant information: 

· Electronic Applications are due no later than Friday, September 2nd, 2011, 11:59 PM to seisner@u.washington.edu. Unsigned applications or those not following the required format will not be eligible. In addition, send the original signed paper application within one week to Sara Eisner, Box 357720, University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195.

· NWIGM offers technical support, not cash awards. Awards will be announced on October 3rd, 2011.

· Awards are issued for 12 months, and projects must begin within 60 days of grant approval.

· In general, the Principal Investigator (PI) must have a faculty title or equivalent with the UW or affiliated institutions of FHCRC, Children’s Medical Center, or Group Health Cooperative. Other Washington State institutions may also be eligible; please contact us for a determination.  See Appendix1: “Who may apply”

· Applicants must be NWIGM members prior to submitting the application. Please go to the NWIGM website to join at no cost: www.nwigm.org/membership. Applications from non-members will not be reviewed. 

· All applicants must first contact Resource Providers by email, phone or in-person to discuss breadth and scope of their proposed projects PRIOR to submitting the application. Contact information is listed above and on the application.

· Priority will be given to junior faculty with limited funding and first-time applicants

· The technology must be novel to your own research program (i.e., these funds are not intended to subsidize continuing use of technologies)

· Proposed research utilizing new technology must be readily identifiable as either "translational" or "clinical" in nature (these funds are not intended to support basic research; see Appendix 2: Definitions of clinical and translational research)

· The application must clearly define how the proposed research has potential to lead to direct applications in human health (e.g., prevention, diagnosis, treatment or assessment of a human disease or health outcome)

· The application must clearly describe how the services requested will provide a unique advantage to the proposed research.  

· Awardees are required to attend the full-day annual NWIGM Retreat (to be held Spring/Summer 2011) and present the awarded project to the attendees.

Download NWIGM Resource Access Grant Application Here. 

Complete the application, and convert it to PDF format. Email the completed application to Sara Eisner; seisner@u.washington.edu, 206-543-4259.  Applications must be received by Friday, September 2nd, 11:59PM. Unsigned applications or those not following the required format will not be eligible. In addition, send the original signed paper application within one week to: Sara Eisner, Box 357720, University of Washington, Seattle, WA 98195

 Awardees of the NWIGM Resource Access Grant are required to acknowledge this support with the following verbiage:

This investigation was provided (Biorepository/Regulatory/Biostatistical/Bio-Informatic/Clinical Genomics and/or Genomic Technology) support through the University of Washington Northwest Institute of Genetic Medicine from Washington State Life Sciences Discovery funds (grant 265508). 

Appendix 1: Who May Apply for NWIGM Resource Access Grants? 

Any Principal Investigator (PI) must hold one of the following academic titles: 

· Professor

· Research Professor

· Associate Professor

· Research Associate Professor

· Assistant Professor

· Research Assistant Professor

· Instructor

· Lecturer

The following academic titles are eligible to submit an application by exception and must include an original letter of support from their Department Chair or Dean.  

· Acting

· Affiliate

· Clinical

· Emeritus

· Senior Fellow with pending faculty appointment

Any applicant organizations must meet NWIGM and LSDF criteria for eligibility. Please contact NWIGM for further clarification.  


Appendix 2: Definitions of Clinical and Translational Research  

 NIH defines human clinical research as: 

· Patient-oriented research. Research conducted with human subjects (or on material of human origin such as tissues, specimens and cognitive phenomena) for which an investigator (or colleague) directly interacts with human subjects. Excluded from this definition are in vitro studies that utilize human tissues that cannot be linked to a living individual. Patient-oriented research includes: 

· mechanisms of human disease

· therapeutic interventions

· clinical trials

· development of new technologies

· Epidemiologic and behavioral studies. 

· Outcomes research and health services research. Source: NIH PHS 398 Instructions on Human Subjects Research
Translational Research includes:

· the process of making discoveries in the research laboratory or in preclinical studies that will have an impact on human health and may lead to the development of studies in humans,

·  the process of applying discoveries generated during research in the laboratory, and in preclinical studies, to the development of trials and studies in humans and

· Research aimed at enhancing the adoption of best practices in the community. Cost-effectiveness of prevention and treatment strategies is also an important part of translational science.

Source: Based on Institutional Clinical and Translational Science Award (U54) RFA-RM-07-007 CTSA RFA

